The first comprehensive study of the Ferruginous Hawk (Buteo regalis) in Washington was conducted by Bowles and Decker (1931), who described nests, clutch sizes, food habits, interspecific relations, and habitat utilization, Angel1 (1969) provided a further report concerning the behavior of one pair of nesting birds.
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Since the Bowles and Decker (1931) study, the lands of eastern Washington have undergone a tremendous change, resulting from intensive dryland wheat farming, irrigation, water diversion and impoundment, and urban sprawl.
The Washington Department of Game has been concerned about the impact these land changes are having on native wildlife species. In particular, they wanted to know if the Ferruginous Hawk was still present on the remaining undisturbed areas. This study was conducted to ascertain the present status of the species over its historical range in Washington and to establish a baseline from which additional land perturbation impacts can be determined.
The This study provides data on population levels in southeastern Washington and describes two facets of the hawks' behavior (diet and nest site selection) that influence nesting success.
STUDY AREA AND METHODS
The study area comprised 38,848 km' in southeastern Washington (Fig. l) These habitats were selected for intense investigation.
The climate in the study area is characterized by moderately cold winters and hot summers. The daily mean of the coldest month is between -5.5 and 1.5"C, while the daily mean of the hottest month is between 18.5 and 24.5"C (Daubenmire 1970). Precipitation is mostly confined to the fall and winter months.
We found nest sites from previous years by talking with people in the Washington Department of Game, falconers, and bird watchers, as well as from data on museum specimen labels. Recent sites were located by direct observation and by watching adult hawks soaring or carrying nesting material. The term "nest site" denotes a nesting location; more than one nest may be present, but only one is used for egg laying at any one time. A site was considered active if a pair of hawks was present and if we had some evidence of nest building that year.
In 1974 
RESULTS

DESCRIPTION OF NESTS AND NESTING SITES
Thirty-one nest sites, with 71 nests, were found. Of these sites, 25 contained a total of 65 nests, all situated on rock outcrops in scabland habitat. A single site usually contained more than one nest; one site had eight. Mated pairs may refurbish one or more nests used in prior years, or they may construct a new one. Nests are often placed on a rock shelf or outcrop located on hillsides or in canyons. No nests were found on flat ground. Six nest sites were in trees. All of the tree nest sites contained only one nest. One tree nest in Benton Co. was situated in a small black locust (Robinia pseudacacia) . The nest was not used during either the 1974 nor the 1975 survey. The remaining tree nests were in western juniper trees in southern Franklin Co. All tree nests were between 3.5 and 7.5 m aboveground. Of the nests found in junipers, all were active. Nests were placed in widely separated trees which formed a Savannah around a more densely wooded area. 
FOOD HABITS
The most frequently consumed prey item in scabland and juniper habitats was the northern pocket gopher (Thomomys talpoides) ( Table 1) . It comprised 37% of the prey items in the scabland habitat and 19% of the prey items in the juniper habitat.
Birds also were frequently consumed. The Western Meadowlark (Sturnella neglecta) was the most abundant small bird taken at both sites. Lagomorphs and insects were frequent prey items at the scabland nest, while snakes were seldom preyed on. However, the green racer (Coluber constrictor) and bullsnake (Pituophis melanoleucus) together constituted the second most fre-HAWK NESTING 247 Diet analysis showed that small animals (pocket gophers and ground squirrels) were the most frequently consumed prey items. Small birds, primarily meadowlarks, were also eaten by both ground and tree nesters. Insects and lagomorphs were fairly abundant as prey items at a ground nest, while snakes (yellowbellied racer and bullsnake) seemed to replace them in importance at a juniper nesting site.
